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AGENDA

9:00 a.m. Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Brunch
Business Meeting Call to Order
Opening Prayer
Necrology
Minutes of 118" Annual Meeting
Welcome
Recognition of Retiring Vestry Members
Appointment of Tellers
Introduction of Vestry Nominees
Any Further Nominations & First Ballot
Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report
Presentation of 2010 Operating & Mission Budget
Senior Warden’s Report
Community Concerns
Dismissal

VESTRY & OFFICERS OF GRACE CHURCH
Barbara Payne, Senior Warden
Hal Read, Junior Warden
Dighton Orvis, Treasurer

Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012
Ron Jones Debbie Amara Lisa Curley
Wanda Orvis Pat Hatfield Terri Dietch
Barbara Payne Harry Jennings

Carolyn Poe Terri Malia

GRACE CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Rick Burhans, Rector
The Rev. Sybil Meheux, Deacon
The Rev. Messrs. David S. Hoag, Paul Miller (retired), and A. Tyrrel Dear, Priests Associate
Kim Mansfield, Bookkeeper
Esther Hatchett, Secretary
Cliff Preston, Sexton
Dighton Orvis, Treasurer

The Rt. Rev. John W. Howe, Bishop of the Diocese of Central Florida

4110 Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange, FL 32127 P.O. Box 290245, Port Orange, FL 32129
Office: (386) 767-3583 Fax: (386) 761-2439 E-mail: parish@egracepo.org Web page: www.egracepo.org



mailto:parish@egracepo.org
http://www.egracepo.org/

119™ Annual Meeting and Report
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

STATISTICS FOR 2009

Full-time Members 2009 2008 2007
Active - Adults 365 373 453
-Youth Under 16 46 46 62
Total Baptized Members 411 419 515
Transition - Adults 71 82 93
- Youth Under 16 13 13 15
Total Transition 84 95 108
Family Units (Active & Transition) 262 271 319
Winter Members 2009 2008 2007
Adults 6 7 9
Total Baptized Members 6 7 9
Family Units 4 5 7
Parish Register Statistics 2009 2008 2007
Added by Transfer 13 19 18
Restored to Active 7 3 4
Removed by Transfer 6 8 18
Removed Other 3 1 0
Removed by Death 11 11 12
Moved to Inactive 26 111 51
Confirmations 4 1 1
Reaffirmations 2 0 4
Received 0 2 1
Baptisms 10 11 08
Marriages 4 11 13
Burials/Memorial Services 11 13 11
Average Sunday Attendance 166 182 189
Pledge Analysis
Amount of Pledge 2010 2009 2008 2007
$1 - $ 520 39 52 8
$ 521 - $1,000 22 20 15
$1,001 - $3,500 41 46 49
$3,501 - Up 17 16 21
Total Number of Pledges 119 134 93
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ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES FOR
JANUARY 11, 2009

Meeting Opened: The 118" Annual Meeting
of Grace Episcopal Church was opened with
prayer at 11:16 a.m.by Father Rick Burhans.
Fathers Rick and Tyrrel Dear read the
Necrology, honoring the saints who have
gone before us in 2009. Minutes: Read by
Maggie Thompson; Approved
(Thorne/Dietch).

Welcome: Father Rick welcomed us and
expressed joy at such a large gathering of the
8:00 and 10:30 congregations sharing
fellowship.

Vestry: Father Rick explained that a large
vestry class will be elected - some for 2 years
and some for 3 years — as the vestry had been
frozen during the interim period and many
members would be rotating off. To be eligible
to vote one must be a member of Grace and
a giver of record. Tellers are Hal Read and
Patience Asgill. Father Rick introduced the
nominees and asked each to stand as he gave
a short bio of each — then thanked all for
running. Nominees are:

Debbie Amara, Lisa Curley, Jack Edginton,
Terri Dietch, Pat Hatfield, Harry Jennings,
Terri Malia, and Paul Trader. Floor was
opened for additional nominations. Motion
to close nominations and accept slate offered
and approved. (R. Dear/Hastings).
Committee Reports: Approved motion to
accept reports as presented in the Annual
Report (L. Trader/Riley)

Treasurer Report: Bill Longacre, the outgoing
treasurer reviewed 2008: we were light in
revenues and heavy in expenses but through
God'’s Grace, expenses over revenue ended at
$8369.28. Report approved as presented on
page 21 of Annual Report. (T. Dear/Acker)
Dighton Orvis, the incoming treasurer,
presented the 2009 operating budget — last
page of Annual Report. Itis a balanced
budget though bare bones. Revenues
increased to $270,000 to balance expenses.
Historically we run about $250,000 in
pledges; Stewardship campaign to date has
$230,000 committed. To offset extra $20,000
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and not have to cut staff and/or hours,
members were asked to increase their
pledges by 10% (charts on tables) based on
Malachi3:10“ Br i ng
storehouse, that there may be food in my
house., Test me in
Al mighty, ®“and see
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that you will not have room enough
f o r Apprdved'a motion to trust Scripture
and commit to a 10% increase in our
individual pledges (Thompson/Amara).
Capitol Fund Account: Good news is that the
mortgage is right at $39,000. This year’s
challenge is to pay it off!l The budget was
received (T. Dear/R. Jones)

Sr.WardSy Q&  wBSbL\I2shNdbsYsr.
Warden throughout the interim period and
reflected on 2008: the ministry of Father
Iverson who brought joy and fervor to Grace,
and the joy of having Father Rick here — the
right person for the right time. Bob made two
10% commitments for 2009: 10% increase to
Grace; 10% weight loss for him. Father Rick
thanked Bob for his service during the tough
times. Bob retired in November and thanked
Barbara Payne for stepping in/up as the new
Sr. Warden. Barbara thanked us for being a
family — a family of individuals who support
each other and asked for everyone’s prayers
for Grace and this family — so integral to our
life together. She told us that God is going to
call us to 10% more of our time and talent as
well as our treasure; to trust Him and find
that we just can’t out give Him and to keep
our focus on Him.

Community Concerns: Terri Dietch: we need
family dinners to invite the community in and
raise some money. Hal Read: Christmas
Ornament sales generated $500 profit for
Grace; discussed ways to increase our
visibility with items such as T-shirts, bumper
stickers, “green” grocery bags — things that
can spark conversations. Carroll Jaycox has 5
Family Fun Books left. Grace gets 50% of the
$20 cost. HUM: Father Rick shared need for
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supplies. Grace received 7 pallets of food and
$1000 from Wal-Mart and a freezer from
John’s Appliance last Nov. The increased
demand for help has greatly decreased our
supplies. Father Rick talked about what a
great year lays ahead for Grace Church.
Meeting Adjourned: Motion to adjourn
approved (M. Dietch/F. Smith)

Father Rick closed with prayer at 12:05.
Respectfully Submitted, Maggie Thompson

59!/ hbQ{ w9t hwt
THE CALL TO SERVE

The Rev. Sybil Meheux

We are never too old, too weak or sick, or too
limited physically to serve the Lord. His call
must be answered and His work continued
regardless of what we think of our
capabilities.

At the start of the year 2009 | evaluated my
worth at this church and decided that | had
served long enough and that | should step
out of the way. | even took time off to test
this theory. | decided that | was too old to
serve God where He had placed me. | WAS
SO VERY WRONG. | discovered that when we
are called to serve God, there are no
limitations, no quitting time, no personal
decisions without God’s will.

| was still mourning. | was mourning the
departure of Fr. Jeff, Fr. Marlow and David
and even the missing faces in the pews, those
who had walked away from the congregation
to seek greener pastures. | just had a hard
time adjusting to new and very different
leadership. There were no more written
instructions, detailed planning which | had
grown to depend on. | really had to start
thinking for myself. | had to be more
assertive, more independent. There were
those who rejected this change and created
barriers for me. They too were having a very
difficult time changing and adjusting. God
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certainly has a sense of humor. | knew within
a short period of time where | was
comfortable. He taught me to trust Him
totally. In May | had the challenge of being
unemployed for the very first time in my life.
| had to adjust to staying at home, and to
budgeting carefully to sort out what is
necessary and what | can live without. It was
an interesting time.

| have learned my lesson and as a result
matured in my walk with God. So you can
understand that my resolution for 2010 is for
a closer walk with God and to learn to listen
and to discern His will for me.

THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER OF ST LUKE THE
PHYSICIAN

This healing ministry has been on-going at
Grace for a long time. There was a time
when the Healing Ministry flourished and was
a vital and necessary ministry for this
congregation. At present several attempts
have been made to restore this ministry, but
this has been a struggle. There are only five
faithful members who are determined that
the ministry should survive.

The Order of St. Luke meets faithfully on the
first Tuesday of the month to study and pray.
The membership has not increased. This is
an open invitation for those interested in
studying and praying to join the weary band.

The first Wednesday of the month has been
dedicated to a Healing service. Although the
numbers at the Wednesday service have not
increased, but fluctuate, those involved have
benefited from a very close fellowship,
energizing worship, good music, interesting
sermons, and healing prayers. My only hope
is that the members of this congregation will
come to understand how vital and refreshing
a mid-week service is. Those who attend can
testify to this.
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At this time, let me take this opportunity to
invite all of you to come out at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays and enjoy blessings.

LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS AND LAY
EUCHARIST VISITORS.

There are not enough words to describe
those involved. They are the most dedicated,
faithful, caring, hardworking group of
ministers | have had the honor to work with.

There are approximately forty LEMs who
serve the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.
They are coordinated by the very capable
Carol Smith. Special thanks to these
ministers.

The LEVs are fifteen ministers who are
responsible for taking communion to those in
hospitals, nursing homes, hospice and several
who are shut-ins and find it difficult to attend
church services. The LEVs not only take them
communion but they make sure that the
gospel message is shared, they pray with
them for their various needs and give
comfort to those who mourn. They are
specially blessed. Approximately two
hundred visits were made for the year 2009.
The LEVs are coordinated by Audrey Rajter.
Thanks to all whom God has called to this
ministry. Your great work is appreciated.

My prayer for this family continues to be my
favorite from St Paul to the Colossians:

Dear God, “Fill us with the knowledge of Your
will through all spiritual wisdom and
understanding. And we pray this in order that
we may live a life worthy of the Lord and may
please Him in every way bearing fruit in every
good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
being strengthened with all power according
to Your glorious might so that we may have
great endurance and patience, and joyfully
giving thanks to our Father, who has qualified
us to share in the inheritance of the saints in
the kingdom of light. Amen!”
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Rachael Gregory

For the last year, | have been blessed to have
the opportunity to return to seminary at The
University of the South in Sewanee, TN. |
have successfully completed two of my three
remaining semesters. Everything continues
to be on schedule for me to graduate this
May. Mark your calendars! My graduation
date is May 14™ at 10 am, and you are all
invited!

Last week, | completed a major step towards
ordination to the Transitional Diaconate.
General Ordination Exams are over! Many
thanks go to Roxy Dear, who came to
Sewanee to be with me during this arduous
week.

God willing, my anticipated ordination will be
late May or early June. Thank you all for your
continued prayers and support. | look
forward to visiting you all soon, as | plan to
be at Grace Church the Sunday following our
Diocesan Convention.

w9/ ¢hwQ{
The Rev. Rick Burhans
(Today’s sermon)
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WORSHIP

ALTAR GUILD
Esther Hatchett

The Grace Church Altar Guild cares for the
altar and sanctuary, linens and vessels in the
church and chapel to prepare for every
service, including weddings and funerals. We
offer one-on-one training to anyone
interested in learning more about the Altar
Guild. Please consider joining us.

The Wedding Guild provides Wedding
Assistants for couples being married at Grace
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Church and Chapel. If this is something you
would enjoy, please let us know.

The Flower Guild continues to provide
beautiful arrangements for Sunday services.
The altar flowers are available for delivery to
shut-ins. Please call the church office if you
know of someone who would welcome a
home visit and flowers. Thank you, Grace
Parishioners, for your donations for altar
flowers.

CHALICE BEARERS
Carol Smith

Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMS) are people
who assist at the altar by serving the chalice
during communion. They also serve at
funerals and special services as needed. This
ministry is under the direction of Deacon
Sybil. Presently there are approximately 29
LEMS who have received a license from the
Diocese to serve. Periodically attendance at a
training session is required in order to renew
the license.

It is a privilege to serve God at the altar.
Should the Spirit move anyone, who attends
either service, to join this ministry, please
speak to Fr. Rick or Deacon Sybil.

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR (LEV)

Thank you to our dedicated group of LEV’s,
licensed for a three-year term by the Bishop,
who carry and administer God’s sacraments
to those members of Grace Church who are
in the hospital, hospice, nursing homes,
independent or assisted living facilities, and
shut-ins living at home.

LECTORS

A sincere thank you goes to our faithful
readers of “God’s Word” at the 8:00 a.m. and
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10:30 a.m. Sunday services and other
celebrations as needed. This is a wonderful
ministry — if you would like to read, there is a
sign-up book on the counter in the Narthex.

NEEDLEPOINT GROUP
Carol Titkemeier

As you read this we are hoping that you are
able to see the new needlepoint kneelers in
our chapel. It has truly been a labor of love
for a number of dedicated women of the
church. Listed is anyone who has had their
hands on the canvas over the years. In the
summer of 2006, Kay Bunke, Peggy Raybin
and | painted the symbols and the back
ground on the canvas, in preparation for
needle pointing. That August we had a
learning workshop for anyone wanting to
learn how to do needlepoint. We learned the
proper technique we would need to be
uniform in our stitches. Early needle pointers
were Marsha Bushman and her sister Ronna
Jones along with Peggy Raybin, Betty
Maldinger and me. We needle pointed the
symbols on the canvas. Marian Pope started
us on the back ground along with other
faithful needle pointers. Helping us were Joan
Beaty, Helen Jennings, and Julie Ozburn. The
total woman-hours are unknown to make
this happen, but if it weren’t for this faithful
group of ladies with their combined creativity
and perseverance...the “Petit point” kneelers
would not be the reality they are today.
Thank you so much needle point group. Your
efforts are much appreciated here at Grace
and to the Honor and Glory of God. It is
finished!

MUSIC MINISTRY
Tori Thomas

The music ministry at Grace continues to
evolve and grow. We welcomed Cathy
Tippens as our accompanist. 2009 saw the
addition of a choir at the more traditional 8
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a.m. service, as well as inclusion of a wider
array of contemporary praise and worship
music at the 10:30 a.m. service. In 2010, we
hope to continue meeting the evolving
worship needs of a growing congregation.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Barbara B. Payne

Since mid-2008, the Adult Sunday School
group has been studying various faiths, cults,
and denominations. We’ve been looking
at...Where do we fit into all of this? How do
we share our faith with others? Don’t all
religions lead to God? Does it matter what
we believe as long as we are sincere? What
do we actually believe? We'll be wrapping
this study up during the 1* quarter of the
year. We are seeking God'’s direction on the
next study we’re to pursue.

We meet every Sunday morning (except
breakfast Sunday) between services in the St.
John'’s classroom. Pick up some goodies at
Grace Way Café and join us at 9:15AM for
study and fellowship as we seek God’s
direction in our lives. Come and be blessed!!!

VISITS TO GRACE SHUT-L b Q {
Carol Thorne

The altar flowers are rearranged in small
glass vases after the Sunday services. Each
vase is tied with a bright colored ribbon
attaching a note saying the flowers are from
Grace Church’s altar. Each week four or five
of these vases of flowers are delivered to
hospitals, nursing homes or private
residences. A Monday phone call is made to
verify the location, from New Smyrna Beach
to Holly Hill, of the intended recipients. The
visitors exchange information about events at
Grace Church and answer questions.
Delivered along with the flowers are Sunday
bulletins, parish telephone directories and,
this year, Christmas Cards from our “post
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office.” Carol Thorne and Sonia Williams
make these visits and deliveries. Please
remember, the money you give for Sunday
altar flowers to honor a person or celebrate a
special day, extends to bring cheer and
blessings to many Grace shut-ins.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
Patricia A. Acker LCSW

"Blessed are they who mourn for they will be
comforted." Matthew 5:4

This is our goal in offering bereavement
support. In the last year we have offered two
bereavement support groups. The program is
called The Journey Through Grief. It is largely
based on books and lectures written by Alan
Wolfelt as well as the many lessons that
grieving families have taught me in my years
of work with hospice patients and their
families. We also offer individual
bereavement counseling and prayers to all
who are in need and are willing to accept our
help. There is no charge for this service. It is
generously sponsored by Florida Hospital
Hospice Care. The groups meet on a weekly
basis for six weeks. Each week we address a
different aspect of grief. Each person grieves
and mourns in their own way. There is no
right or wrong way to do it but sooner or
later we all go through this experience. In
both individual and group support the goal is
to help normalize the process that we go
through as we make this our own way on
this often difficult journey. We are in the
process of planning more groups for 2010.
Individual counseling is always available on
request.

Dw! / 9 Q{
Matty Shamy
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Our Mission Statement: We are dedicated to
bring the Gospel of Our Lord to the youngest
members of the Body of Christ, to love God

aLbL{¢wL



119™ Annual Meeting and Report

above all and to love one another as Jesus
loves us.

Our Mission Goal: To continue the great
works begun in us and grow together in
fellowship and unity.

Grace’s Children’s Ministries include Kid’s
Church, Parents’ Night Out, Vacation Bible
School, Acolytes, The Wave Youth Group and
The Point Breakers Club.

We are wholeheartedly committed to the
spiritual growth and well-being of God'’s
youngest saints. We believe that healthy
adults begin in childhood; therefore, strong
faith in God and Christian principles also
begin early in life. We believe the Bible is our
instruction manual for daily life. We portray
the Gospel, the Old and New Testaments, as
life application. For every instance in their
young lives, there is a Scripture that
reinforces our belief that God is faithful and
He keeps his promises. When they see God
at work, they become that much more fired-
up and their faith grows stronger.

We have formed very deep bonds with the
children of Grace and we feel privileged to be
a part of their lives. We have also extended
ourselves to the parents. We have become
an extended family, readily available to share
the joys and minister in times of trouble.

We now have 60 children registered in the
ministry, all between the ages of 2 and 13.
We are planning Sunday morning activities to
encourage church attendance for children
and their families.

In 2010 we expect to increase our member —
ship. We will accomplish our goal by
continuing to provide a loving and safe
environment for our children. Our primary
focus will remain meeting the needs of our
families with quality, Christian-based care. As
the needs change, we will also evolve to
meet those expectations.
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We thank Grace Church for your continued
love, support and encouragement. Your
prayers are everything to us.

EVANGELISM

BREAD BAKERS
Kate Meik

Our Bread Bakers are a team of 9 or 10
women (and men). We each prepare our
own specialty bread once a month to
welcome visitors to our Sunday services.
Each loaf is wrapped and tied with ribbon. A
card is attached which reads, “l am the bread
of life. He who comes to me shall not
hunger.” John 6:18.

This is a very happy ministry. We are often
fortunate enough to be the first person to

meet a newcomer! We’d love to have you
join us!

CURSILLO
Maggie Thompson

Cursillo comes from the Spanish and means
"a short course". It is a short course in
Christian living. Participants enjoy a weekend
of love and learning as they "learn and live
what is fundamental for being a Christian and
are inspired to get on with their mission in
the world by hearing and heeding God's call".
Weekends are held two to three times a year
in Central Florida. All weekends are held at
Canterbury Conference and Retreat center in
Oviedo.

Cursillo is an intentional method that involves
Christian accountability and support through
small groups that meet weekly; and, a
quarterly deanery reunion of the groups
called "Ultreya". Ultreya, is a Spanish word of
encouragement meaning “to keep on going”.
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You do not have to go to a Cursillo weekend
to be in a small group and enjoy Ultreyas.
Both are wonderful experiences and the
weekend is the icing on the cake. Ultreyas
rotate around the deanery quarterly on the
third Friday of a month and all are invited and
joyously welcomed.

The 2010 schedule includes an Episcopal
Cursillo Leaders Workshop March 26- 28”‘,
Men’s # 110 April 22-25"™, Women'’s #110
May 20-23", Coed 111 Oct 7-10™, a Spanish
weekend October 29-31% and the National
Episcopal Cursillo Convention in Myrtle
Beach, S.C. the 2™ or 3™ week in October;

If you would like to know more about this
movement of the church, please contact
Maggie Thompson at (386) 761-3391

391

GREETING CARD MINISTRY

The Greeting Card Ministry began in October
2005. The goal is to send a card to each
parishioner on his/her birthday, to those
recovering from hospital stays and to shut-
ins.

During 2009, 462 birthday cards were sent,
and an undetermined number of cards to
others. The cards, envelopes, stamps and list
of names are supplied by the office and a
volunteer sees to getting the cards into the
mail at the right time.

Please notify the office if your address or
phone number changes so no one will be
missed by this important ministry, which
brings joy to many people who may
otherwise not be remembered.

GREAT KIDS EXPLORER CLUB
Roseann Kurrle
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Great Kids is a nonprofit organization that
was conceived in 2001 by Sandy Rakes, the
Executive Director, with a mission of helping
at-risk children recognize their God-given
talents and unique value through academic
and Bible-based education. The purpose is to
help students in K-5 who are at risk of failing
because of behavior, lack of motivation, work
ethics, or family circumstances. The program
was brought to Grace Episcopal by Fr. Jeff
Bunke in 2006 and is in its fourth year here.
Most of the students currently enrolled from
Port Orange Elementary are on some type of
public assistance. The program works closely
with the schools, encompasses four sites
throughout Volusia County, and includes one-
on-one tutoring sessions, as well as once
weekly three-hour group session at the
various sites. It serves about 150-175
children each year with one full-time and one
part-time employee. This could not be done
without the dedication of the 75 volunteers
who are the foundation of the organization.
Each program runs from September to May.
The organization is governed by a 12 member
board of directors and has established a
foundation to secure funding for the future.

Grace Episcopal became a financial supporter
in 2008 by pledging $2500 each year. This
support helps to defray the cost of running
the program, and funds supplies: various
workbooks for each student, reading books,
educational materials, pencils, crayons,
scissors, etc. for 30 students for 8 months. In
addition, it helps to fund the cost of bussing
the children to and from Ormond Beach to
the Great Kids training center once a week,
where they receive individual tutoring and
have the use of computers. The program
relies solely on grants, fund raisers, and
donations to offset the cost of providing the
free services to these children. The funds for
our donation were raised by the Outreach
Committee through a car wash and a fish
dinner.
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The Great Kids program works because of the
dedication and belief of the volunteers that
you can change a child’s life by giving him the
tools to succeed. The tools are not just
academics, but include moral and Christian
values. The program utilizes exercises to
build self-esteem, motivation, and work
ethics through 2 hours of academic work and
1 hour of Christian education and learning
games.

The 16 volunteers at our site from Jan, to
Dec, 2009 included 9 people from Grace and
7 from outside the church:

Roseann Kurrle Liaison to Grace,
Program Coordinator, and Great Kids
board member.

Valerie Frear

Ted Jaycox

Thelma Cardwell

Josie Trainer

Study Buddy Mentor
Study Buddy Mentor
Study Buddy Mentor
Study Buddy Mentor
Helen Jones Study Buddy Mentor
Judy Volk Walks children from
PO Elementary to our church
Skip Frear Walks children from
PO Elementary to our church
Judy Knudsen Provides Snacks
Sandy Rakes Executive Director
(outside of Grace)
Rose Mary Volk Study Buddy Mentor
Mary Kay Ormsby Study Buddy Mentor
Judy Howard Study Buddy Mentor
Dorothy Delrose Study Buddy Mentor
Jeanne Eader Study Buddy Mentor
Mary Kay Schnack Study Buddy Mentor

2008-09 school year

Enrolled 29 school referred students
Tracked 26, results based on school issued
report cards

100% earned a fi
more subjects

69% improved in behavior/study skills

nal

This school year 36 school referred students
have been enrolled. Currently we are serving
26. Although reports cards will not be out till
the end of January, we are expecting both
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academic and social gains. Food baskets and
gifts were distributed for Christmas to most
of the families we serve. Grace’s Parent’s
Night Out is a big hit, with many children
attending each event. Our Great Kids
ministry has become a true community
outreach program bringing people together
for a common mission of helping at-risk
children. A parent’s letter of support is
attached.

NAME TAGS
Ron Jones

This ministry is now five years old and has
grown to the point where almost everyone at
both the 8:00AM service and the 10:30 AM
service is now wearing their nametag. Please
continue to use the drop boxes at the table
for each service upon leaving. We are
looking for any suggestion for replacing the
large wooden boxes where the nametags are
currently being offered before each service.
These boxes were donated at the beginning
of the ministry and did a great job. They are
however very heavy for some of the nametag
workers and difficult to place in the wire cart
for storage. Please see me, Ron Jones, if you
have any suggestions for a new system that is
easy to use and store.

| would like to bring the congregation up to
date on why the nametag ministry spends 4
to 6 hours a week to gather the information.
Five to six hours a week you say? Yes, it’s
comes out like this: The time spent buy the
8:00 team is about an hour considering that
they must arrive early enough to get the
table set up and the baskets for depositing
nametags after service in place. Then
greeting all the arrivals and assisting many to
find their names plus gathering information
from visitors or new potential members and
getting an information card filled out. The
10:30 team likewise does the same except
they must retrieve the names from the
baskets for the 8:00 service and after church
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gather the nametags and the baskets and
return all of the tables and nametag racks
and boxes to the storage closet. These two
teams usually consist of two people each so
the man hours equal 4 hours just for this part
of the ministry.

Jody Lee comes in one day during the week
and logs in the attendance into the
spreadsheet containing all of the members
and adds new names to the list as required
for new guests and visitors. | know this takes
a good hour because | have done it for Jody
when she was away. She is much more
efficient than | but | still think an hour is
needed not even counting travel time. She
then sends the list of new names to me via
email and | type up new nametags. | make a
trip to the church before Sunday next to
insert the new names into the visitor box so
they will be available for the next service.

If we are going to ask approximately 18
people to spend this kind of time then we
need to expect more than being able to call
someone by name because they are wearing
a nametag. The information has been
provided to the clergy to use as a guidepost
on attendance and notice the absence of
others for a variety of reasons not necessarily
known by the clergy. If someone’s
attendance is changed from a pattern of
attendance it might be that they are ill or
have other issues that have kept them from
attending services. This can serve as a flag for
a needed call or visit by a clergy or another
church member to make sure that everything
is all right with that individual.

Please don’t take your nametag home or try
to put it back in the wooden boxes. If you do
we won'’t know that you were here and you
won’t be recorded in attendance that day. It
is in the interest of the church that you are
getting everything out of your attendance
that you deserve and expect. Thanks for
supporting the team by wearing your
nametag each week and observing this
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simple request to help make this a
meaningful effort for the team.

We have added a new visitor information
form for the nametag team to use and these
forms are also located in the church pews for
easy access for visitors. Please assist any
newcomers in finding and using these if you
see someone new without a visitor nametag.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE (TWAG)
Helen Jones

This Week at Grace, or TWAG, is a weekly
email newsletter sent to all households in the
parish who request it. A parish
communication tool, it includes the weekly
church calendar, those hospitalized during
the week, birthdays and anniversaries for the
coming week, prayer requests,
announcements, scripture and collect for the
current Sunday, a Kids Sermon, and other
newsy items that may be of interest to the
congregation. All church members are
invited and urged to contribute items for the
TWAG. Your submissions are needed by
Thursday noon to make the current week
edition and may be sent to
parish@egracepo.org or
helenjones@cfl.rr.com. Be sure to put FOR
TWAG in the subject line. If you are not
receiving TWAG, please contact the church
office. A few copies may be found on the
Narthex counter on Sunday morning for
those without computers.

GRACE NOTES NEWSLETTER
Rosemary Shaw, Editor

The “Grace Notes” newsletter comes out
every month of the year with the exception
of the combined June/July issue. It is now
beginning its 33rd year of publication at
Grace. Edited and primarily written by
Rosemary Shaw, other faithful contributors
have been Jim Valk (“Members of the Body”),
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Lisa Curley (“Environmental Stewardship”),
Becky Riley(Photography), Fr. Burhans, Fr.
Dear, Pat Acker, and Pat Hatfield.

Anyone may contribute articles for “Grace
Notes” through the office or directly to
Rosemary Shaw at any time. The deadline for
submission for the next issue is the 15th of
each month which allows time for editing,
proofing, printing, compilation, and mailing
so that your copy arrives at your house by the
first of each month.

Special thanks to Madeline Sherbert who
calls the compilation team as soon as an issue
is printed, Becky Riley who organizes the
compilation and does the mailings, and those
who have helped to compile the newsletters:
Sue Conklin, Lorraine Cosgrove, Barbara
Hancock, Eleanor Scheer, Helen Miller,
Goldie Wilson, Carolyn Poe, Marian Pope, Pat
Padgett, and office volunteers who help to
put the labels on.

MINISTRY

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
Esther Hatchett

Many thanks go to all the faithful Grace
Church office volunteers, regular and
alternate. We have office receptionists, one
for each workday of the week, answering
phones and greeting visitors (and other duties
as assigned) from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
There are four teams who come to the office
on their scheduled Fridays to fold Sunday
bulletins. “Grace Notes,” our monthly
newsletter, requires a team of collators,
folders, and staplers. Becky Riley is the
volunteer bulk mail specialist for Grace Notes
and any other mailings that qualify for bulk
mail rates.
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In addition to providing the invaluable office
help, the volunteers also enjoy fellowship and
socializing with the group.

LOAVES AND FISHES
Ruth Stewart

This ministry provides meals to parishioners
who are returning home from the hospital
after surgery or iliness or those in other
circumstances such as a death in the family,
birth, or any time when short-term meal
preparation is difficult.

Our group has become very small this past
year. If the Loaves and Fishes ministry is to
continue its work, we really need new
members. If you are interested in joining us,
please call me at 761-3467.

THE INTERNATONAL ORDER OF
ST LUKE THE PHYSICIAN
Deacon Sybil Meheux

This healing ministry has been on- going at
Grace for a long time. There was a time when
the Healing Ministry flourished and was a
vital and necessary ministry for this
congregation. At present several attempts
have been made to restore this ministry, but
this has been a struggle. There are only five
faithful members, who are determined that
the ministry should survive.

The Oder of St Luke meets faithfully on the
first Tuesday of the month to study and pray.
The membership has not increased. This is an
open invitation for those interested in
studying and praying to join the weary band.
The first Wednesday of the month has been
dedicated to a Healing service. Although the
numbers at the Wednesday service have not
increased, but fluctuate, those involved have
benefitted from a very close fellowship,
energizing worship, good music, interesting
sermons, and healing prayers. My only hope
is that the members of this congregation will
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come to understand how vital and refreshing
a mid-week service is. Those who attend can
testify to this. At this time let me take this
opportunity to invite all of you to come out at
6PM on Wednesdays and enjoy the blessings.

PRAYER CIRCLES
Maggie Thompson

Through the mighty power of Christians
praying together, prayer circles is an ongoing
ministry open to all who wish to participate in
praying for one another. The circles work like
a telephone chain. Prayer requests - joys and
sorrows - are lifted in prayer then passed
along to the next person on the circle. This is
a ministry where everyone can participate!!!

Please call Maggie when you have a prayer
request or a joy to celebrate. Let us share
your joys and pray for your needs.

PRAYER STATION MINISTRY
Carol Titkemeier

The Prayer Station Ministry consists of the
people who you go to for prayer particularly
at the 10:30 service during Communion time.
There are two prayer partners who offer
prayer up in your behalf or on behalf of
others that you are concerned about. | would
like to thank the following people who have
faithfully and quietly ministered to our
congregation over the past year. Thank you
goes to Carolyn Poe, Matty Shamy, Sybil
Meheux, Veronica Dishman, Roxie Dear, Pat
Hatfield, Dighton Orvis, Daneen Reed,
Patricia Acker, Maggie Thompson, Carolyn
Burhans, Barbara Payne, Ruth Wood, and me.
If you are interested in becoming a Prayer
Station Minister, please feel free to contact
me. We are looking for people especially who
would like to minister to the 8 o’clock service
Grace Church Family.
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STEPHEN MINISTERS
Roxy Dear

The Stephen Series is a complete system for
training and organizing lay people to provide
one-to-one Christian care to hurting people
in and around our congregation.

The Stephen Series provides congregations
with the structure, training and resources to
set up and administer a complete system for
lay caring called Stephen Ministry. Lay care-
givers (called Stephen Ministers) provide one-
to-one Christian care to the bereaved,
hospitalized, terminally ill, separated,
divorced, unemployed, relocated, and others
facing a crisis or life challenge. Stephen
Ministry helps priests, pastors and
congregations provide quality caring ministry
for as long as people need it.

Grace Episcopal Church is enrolled in the
Stephen Series which gives us access to
extensive training, resources, and ongoing
support from Stephen Ministries, St. Louis,
Missouri. The clergy and/or lay leaders who
lead Stephen Ministry in our congregation
attended a one-week Leader’s Training
Course where they were equipped to serve as
Stephen Leaders. Stephen Leaders then
recruit, select, and train people in the
congregation to serve as Stephen Ministers.
Stephen Ministers participate in regular
supervision and continuing education with
their Stephen Leaders.

Who benefits from Stephen Ministry?
People Who Need Care...

e Receive quality, Christ-centered,
confidential care for their hurts and
needs,

e Find hope, healing, and a new sense
of self-worth through the support of
a Stephen Minister,

e Know they are remembered and
supported by their congregation in
times of personal difficulty,
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e Receive ongoing care for continuing
needs long after the onset of a crisis,
when many others have forgotten
about them, and

e Grow in a deeper relationship with
their Lord as they experience God’s
unconditional love for them through
their Stephen Minister.

Our Priest and Pastors...

e No longer shoulder the entire
burden of caring in the
congregation,

e Receive support and care from the
lay people who are part of the
congregation’s Stephen Ministry
team,

e Reach more members of the
congregation with quality Christian
care,

e Experience renewed joy and
satisfaction as they equip others and
so extend the reach of their own
ministries, and

e Have more time to focus on the
ministries that only the priest and
pastor can do.

Our Lay People ...
Discover, cultivate, and use the
spiritual gifts they have been
blessed with,

e See themselves as active partners in
the mission and ministry of the
church,

e Find all aspects of their lives
enriched by the distinctively
Christian care giving skills they learn
and practice,

e Experience great joy as they see God
working through them to bring hope
and healing to a hurting person, and

e Grow spiritually as they experience
the Lord’s loving presence in
community with other Christian
caregivers.
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Our Entire Congregation...

e Discovers that many members want
to be involved in meaningful
ministry and will respond to the call
to become a Stephen Minister or
Stephen Leader,

e Becomes a more loving community
that is more sensitive and
responsive to people’s needs for
care,

e |sable to reach out to the
unchurched who are hurting and
introduce them to the healing love
of Jesus in their time of need, and

e Sees itself as not only being served
by our priest and pastor, but as a
caring body of believers actively
involved in serving one another in
love.

If you are interested in learning more about
Stephen Ministry, whether as a care giver or
care receiver, please speak with Fr. Rick,
Daneen Read, Mike Dietch, Roxy Dear (386-
383-6323).

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Barbara Hancock

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has had another
year of faithful knitters and crocheters. We
have a new supply of shawls awaiting
requests. If you know of anyone who might
benefit from the warmth and comfort of a
shawl, please feel free to ask for one. We
also appreciate those who have made lap
robes. Deacon Sybil Meheux has been most
supportive. Grace Church lay ministers have
been faithful in recognizing needs. Kathy
Groom has been faithful in tending and
dispensing shawls but has asked to be
relieved of duty. Helen Jennings has
graciously agreed to take Kathy’s place. We
wish Kathy all the best as she continues to
serve the Lord. It would be nice if shawl
makers would attach a shawl identification
card signed with either their first or full
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name. Recipients like to have a name
associated with the gift. These cards are
available on a plastic card display on a shelf
inside the lower right hand cupboard in the
Narthex of the church.

For further information regarding
participation in this ministry or requesting a
shawl, please call Barbara Hancock, 322-
9167, or Helen Jennings, 322-0924.

THE CHRISTIAN HEALING CENTER
Fr. A. Tyrrel Dear

In 2008, the Vestry agreed to rent for a
nominal amount our old office building at
4170 S. Ridgewood Ave. to help establish an
independent Christian Healing Center using
the internationally recognized training of
Francis & Judith McNutt’s Christian Healing
Ministry program. Currently the Center is
open every Thursday from 3:00 to 8:00 pm
and the fourth Saturday of each month from
9:00 am to Noon. Walk-ins are welcome or
appointments can be arranged by calling
(386) 788-4833. There is no charge, and
HEALING MIRACLES DO OCCUR frequently, so
please come whenever you or friends and
loved ones are in need of God’s healing. (Fr.
Dear and Roxy are volunteers and serve on
CHC’s Board of Directors.)

DISCIPLESHIP

CATECHUMENATE, “FOOT PRINTS OF THE
MASTER”
Dighton Orvis, Process Coordinator

The purpose of “Footprints of the Master” is
to educate, promote spiritual growth, a
commitment to Christ’s church, reaffirmation
of faith and sense of personal ministry in
order to prepare individuals for Christian
discipleship. “Cat” is intended for those
seeking confirmation or reception into the
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Episcopal Church, but is open to anyone
wishing to explore more fully God’s plan for
their life.

The class meets every Wednesday at 6:45 —
8:45 p.m. from the fall thru early May. The
sessions are centered in the baptismal
covenant and incorporate many methods of
presenting the materials so that, hopefully,
the learning needs of everyone are met.
There is a team to facilitate the process. For
the 2009 - 2010 sessions, the team members
are Dighton Orvis, Patricia Hatfield, Carla
White and Fr, Rick Burhans. In addition to
the team we have guest speakers and guest
clergy who bring special perspectives and
gifts to the journey.

In 2009 we celebrated the confirmations of
Rocco and Nicole Maenza, Carla White and
the reaffirmation of Stephen and Toby
Cooperman and Judy Knudsen from the 2008-
2009 class. This past fall we welcomed into
the process for 2009-2010, Josie Trainer, Sue
Conklin, Theresa Brice, Peggy Elliot and Rich
Powell.

CROWN MINISTRY
Daneen Read

Crown Ministry is a 10 week bible study; the
class focuses on God'’s principles of how He
would have us handle our worldly wealth
(assets and finances). Everything on heaven
and earth is yours oh Lord & this is your
Kingdom (everything we have belongs to
God). The blessings of the class are the
friendships we make, closer relationship with
our Lord, and peace. If you are interested in
participating in the class, please call the
church office.

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY

We meet every Tuesday at 10:15 a.m., after
the 9:15 service, to study the lessons for the
following Sunday. Please join us!
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TITKEMEIER BIBLE STUDY GROUP
(CELL GROUP)
Alan and Carol Titkemeier

We continue to meet every other Saturday
evening at our home at 7 PM. We are
working through the book by Max Lucado
titled Cast of Characters, Common people in
the Hands of an Uncommon God. It is a study
that is new each meeting, so anyone can join
us on any given Saturday. If you are
interested in joining us, we would love to
have you. The dates we are meeting are Jan
30, Feb.13, 27, March 13, 27, April 10, 24 and
May 8, 22"™. As a group we decide how we
meet in the summer and over the holiday
seasons. Come join us for some lively
discussion, insights and fellowship.

FELLOWSHIP
GRACEWAY CAFE

The Graceway Café is a ministry of fellowship
to the people of Grace Church that
volunteers offer between services every
Sunday except breakfast Sundays. From
about 9 A.M. to 10:30 A.M. coffee and light
refreshments are available in the kitchen end
of Goddard Hall — with tables for chatting and
small meetings.

This year the number of participants has
varied widely — from just afewto 5 or 6
tables-full — depending on the weather and
holidays. We’ve hosted missionaries,
celebrated anniversaries, and generally been
available for those who just want a little extra
time with their fellow congregants. Most of
our people are from the 8 o’clock service, but
some are racing in for the adult “Sunday
school” class — grabbing a cup of coffee and a
bite to eat on their way in. We do get a few
parishioners that are VERY early for the 10:30
service —and would like to see more!
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We appreciate everyone who visits us and we
appreciate the goodies that you bring for us
to enjoy! If we can’t use them on the day you
bring them, they’ll be used for the next
week’s café!

If you have a celebration or a special event
that you’d like to offer during Graceway
hours, please call the office to schedule it.
Stop by on your way to wherever on Sunday
morning! Everyone is welcome ... and don’t
forget to invite a visitor to come, too!

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW)
Rosemary Shaw, Treasurer

Mission Statement: The purpose of the ECW
is to respond to Jesus Christ through witness,
work, praying, and giving - to spread God’s
love and to assist in the work of Grace
Church.

2009 Events and Projects:
e February Rummage Sale
e Mother’s Day Bake Sale
e April Karaoke Night
e August Karaoke Night
e Fall Rummage Sale
e Christmas Bazaar

ECW’s Contributions to Grace and to the
Church at Large:

Memorial Gifts

Funeral Receptions

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund
Great Kids

Vacation Bible School

Church Mortgage Contribution
Altar Guild

Anchor House

National Farm Workers

Duvall Presbyterian Home
Volusia Mental Health

T3> D> D 3> D D B> D B >



119™ Annual Meeting and Report

A Sponsorship for housing and
education of a boy at El Hogar
Ministries, Honduras

A Birthday remembrance cards (237)

A Ongoing Crafts Group and Prayer

Shaw! Ministry
Thank so much to all of you who support and
help the ECW in its work.

a9bQf . L.
Alan Titkemeier
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The Grace Men’s Bible Study meets every
other Saturday in the conference room at
Grace from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. The purpose is
to offer fellowship and to study and discuss
God’s word and to apply it to our daily lives.
We are currently studying the book “The
measure of a Man” by Gene A. Getz. The
book has 20 chapters which are based on the
20 character qualities outlined by Paul in the
Books of Timothy and Titus. We read and
discuss one chapter per meeting from our
individual perspectives and then apply it to
our daily lives.

For fellowship and fun, we attended a Brave’s
Spring training game in Orlando, organized a
parish picnic/outing to the Daytona Cubs, and
helped with the Golf Tournament to raise
funds for South Daytona Elementary.

The Men’s Bible Study is open to all men and
we invite you to attend and study God’s word
and to fellowship with other Christian men.

OUTREACH

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Carol Titkemeier

We started our outreach year with our
organizational meeting on January 17", At
that time it was decided that we would give
support to the Great Kids Outreach
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afterschool program, which needed $2,500 to
continue to be at our church. We had a car
wash on April 25, which gave us $625.30 and
in October we had a very successful “Fun
Family Fish Fry” which earned the $2,500 for
the Great Kids program, with $872.25 in the
bank for next year.

Another ministry that comes under outreach
is the T-Bag ministry, headed by Becky Riley.
Grace church gives away about 500 free
lunches over the year. The monies to
support the program, besides donations from
the congregation, was monies raised by
Bryan Heath through the entertainment
books that he sold. Thank you Bryan!

HUM is another feeding ministry that is
growing due to the hard economic times.
Outreach committee decided to help
promote donations at our Breakfast Sundays
making it also HUM Sunday, where we asked
you, our Grace family, to donate non-
perishable foods. Our recent special request
for cereal and peanut butter is added to the
bags of food available to the families needing
the service.

We raised $1,018.22 for the Woman’s
Resource Center with our Mother’s Day baby
bottle campaign, and we helped several
schools along with Great Kids program with
our back to school supply drive.

We had a bake sale headed up by Becky Riley
in November to help with Grocery Gift cards.
$225.00 was raised, and nine $25 gift cards
were purchased. Two cards were used for
Thanksgiving, and the other seven were given
to Fr. Rick for discretionary use for Christmas
meals.

Again our amazing church family supported
both the Chiles, St Nicholas gifts for the
babies and toddlers, and our annual Angel
Tree which helped children in need from
various schools in the area. Grace Church
supported 152 children for Christmas.
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We are always in need of committee
members to help us reach out to those
beyond our walls of Grace Church. If you are
interested in joining us, please feel free to
contact anyone on the committee. Many
thanks go out to the committee which
includes Ruby Bissell, Lorraine Cosgrove, Lisa
Curley, Skip and Valerie Frear, Roseann
Kurrle, Wanda Orvis, Evelyn Preston, Becky
Riley, Kay Sauer, Rosie Shaw, Ruth Wood, and
Susan Wright . To our many extra helpers
with the fundraising events beyond the
committee, we are grateful for your
assistance. Without all your hard work and
support, we could not have been so
successful.

HALIFAX URBAN MINISTRY (HUM)
Evelyn E. Preston

The past year has been a very busy one here
at Grace. The number of clients has steadily
gone up. In April, we gave out 111 bags of
food; by September the number was up to
217. The total of bags for the year was 1878.
The total of men, women and children served
was 4,575. The above numbers do not
include 70 Thanksgiving dinners (turkey) and
50 Christmas ham dinners.

Port Orange Family Days gave us $5,000
worth of food in October. Westminster by
the Sea Presbyterian Church and Port Orange
Presbyterian bring in several carts of food per
week. We also have our monthly drive at
Grace.

The pantry is still in need of cereal, peanut
butter, and canned fruit. Bay Street HUM
does not provide us with these products as
they are “too expensive.”

Many thanks go to my co-workers, Father
Rick, and the Outreach Committee for all
their help.

Grace Episcopal Church, Port Orange

EMPOWERMENT

FR. PAUL THOMPSON LIBRARY

Maylene Reisbig and Judy Valk completed
their task of cleaning out, reorganizing, and
cataloging the library material, old and new,
in the computer. Many thanks for this
wonderful volunteer effort!

PARISH PHONE DIRECTORY
Jackie Dunlap

The parish phone directory provides a
convenient means of communication for our
Grace family, newcomers, and visitors.
Published twice a year, it lists names,
addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail
addresses of all members listed in our data
base, along with a list of clergy, staff, vestry
members and ministry leaders. An updated
printout of the membership is also available
to anyone at anytime by contacting the
office.

A recent computer “crash” resulted in a loss
of all data entered/edited/deleted since
January 2009. Hopefully, most of it has been
restored; however, please be sure to check
the next directory (Spring 2010) to make sure
your information is correct.

Help keep our data base accurate and up-to-
date on an ongoing basis by notifying the
office of:
- changes in address, phone number, or
e-mail address
- addresses of “adult” children who
have moved out on their own
- names of those who are new
- names of those you may know who
are no longer attending Grace

A note in the collection plate, a phone call
(767-3583), or an e-mail
(members@egracepo.org) to the office
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regarding any of this data would be most
helpful.

STEWARDSHIP

MEMORIAL GARDEN
Rosemary Shaw

The Memorial Garden is maintained regularly
with the intention of providing a peaceful
environment conducive to meditation and
prayer. Faithful volunteers are Fred and
Carol Smith, Judith Lemons, and Rosemary
Shaw. Another essential contributor to the
beauty of our garden is Dudley Poe who
cleans and maintains the meditation
pool/fountain.

The Memorial Garden is funded by donations
which are used as needed for upkeep and
beautification. Suggested donations are
$200.00 for the interment of ashes and
$150.00 for the bronze plaque inscription.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Harry H. Jennings, Chair

The results of our 2009 stewardship program
for our 2010 budget year are as follows:
Pledges received: 93
Amount pledged: $223,053
Number of pledges
$5,000 and above: 9
$2,500 —4,999: 17
$1,000 - 2,499: 33
$500 —999: 22
$1-499: 12

Many thanks to the following persons who
provided great assistance: Jack and Katy
Edgington, Pat Hatfield, Ron Jones, Dighton
Orvis, Barbara Payne, Carolyn Poe, Hal Read,
Alan Titkemeier, Paul Trader.
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My dear Grace family,

2009 has been a relatively quiet but an
encouraging year at Grace! It has been a year
filled with faith and trust as God continues to
work within our parish in many ways.

One of the parish goals has been to increase
our youth programs. We continue to see the
fruit through the various activities: Great
Kids; Parents Night Out; Children’s Church;
Vacation Bible School; the WAVE. If you
haven’t been involved with any of these
programs, | encourage you to pray and
attend a session to see if God is calling you to
be involved.

Ministry continues to be a major part of who
we are at Grace. Some ministries are more
obvious than others...the Angel Tree; gifts for
Chiles Academy; Fish Fry for Great Kids; Golf
Tournament for South Daytona Elementary
School; HUM; ECW Rummage Sale and
Christmas Bazaar; Grace Way Café; LEM’s and
LEV’s; Acolytes.

Then there are those that quietly go about
the day to day life...prayer shawls; T-bags;
transportation for those in need of various
appointments; prayer circles; encouragement
through cards, phone calls or email; Altar
Guild; Cell groups; Bread Bakers; Office
Volunteers. Do any of these pique your
interest? Pray about it and contact Fr. Rick or
the church office to discuss where God is
leading you.

Financially we have been challenged this year
but GOD IS FAITHFUL!!! There is always
enough just when we need it!!! And this
year’s Stewardship Campaign has proven
once again that the Grace family trusts God
to provide all of our needs through our time,
talent and treasure. J
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God has a lot in store for Grace in 2010. He
plans to refine us, mold us, stretch us, and
direct us beyond our imaginations. Are you
willing to listen to His calling for you
individually and as a parish? Then...”Trust in
the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him and He will direct your
paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6.

Shalom!!!

JUNIOR WARDENS REPORT
Hal Read

| would like to thank both Paul Trader and
Jack Edgington for their outstanding efforts
and sizable contributions in maintaining the
church grounds in 2009: painting the inside of
the church, the cleanup day last spring,
helping me with the removal and installation
of the new chapel steeple cross and the
many, many other things that were dealt
with by having them on the job. In spite of a
painfully short budget, Paul and Jack looked
after the Grace property as if it were their
own, and indeed it is theirs and will always
reflect their hard work and we are very
grateful.

For 2010 there are several things that need
to be done, but must be funded. The front
doors to the church need new hardware, and
the chapel has some old termite damage that
needs to be replaced by the side door, and
inside the parish hall needs to be painted.
But overall the grounds are in excellent
shape. Cliff Preston our sexton does a great
job of maintaining the interiors of the
buildings. He comes in early and often comes
in after an event at night to make sure things
will be in order for the next day. Thank you
Cliff.
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Dighton Orvis, Treasurer

It has been a pleasure to serve as Treasurer
this past year. It was an opportunity for me
to be reminded how faithful God is to us
when we are faithful. We entered into 2009,
as a nation, facing the most difficult
economic climate we’d seen for several
generations. While optimistic, there was a
fear that we could be faced with a significant
deficit. We talked about this at last year’s
annual meeting. In order to balance the
budget, we asked you to each to increase
your giving by 10% and you responded, with
pledge and envelope receipts reaching 94.3%
of budget. In the summer time when we
typically see a significant drop in revenue, we
asked you to stay current with your giving
because we didn’t have the reserves to draw
on to absorb the shortfall. We always had
the money to pay the bills. Moreover, we
were able to fund the Great Kids ministry and
Vacation Bible School! We raised over
$5,000 for South Daytona Elementary School
and fed countless people through the HUM
Pantry, the Grace Pantry and the T-Bag
Ministry. We did not go into the year with
money budgeted for these ministries. Sadly,
it has been several years since we had the
financial flexibility to fund these ministries
out of general revenue. Without exception,
these ministries are funded from special
activities like, golf tournaments, fish fry’s, car
washes and bake sales. Your efforts, blessed
by God make it happen. We are still
compiling numbers, complicated by a
computer crash, requiring the re-input of lost
data, but as of this writing it looks like we will
end the year with a very small deficit in our
operating budget. We are also tantalizingly
close to fully paying off our mortgage, only
some $6,000 remains.

As we enter into a new decade | am more
optimistic than ever, there is to be sure much
to be done. We will have to repay money
borrowed from the Bishop/Poole Capital
Endowment Fund and there is a critical need
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to address the deteriorating condition of the
4170 property. Also, over 81% of our budget
is spent on buildings, grounds, staff and
general administration. We need to find
ways to support the missionary, outreach and
ministry activities of the parish without have
to always resort to special fund raising
activities. But | have never been more sure of
the heart of this congregation to do God'’s
work.

We are blessed by virtue of our location, with
an opportunity to minister to many people in
need both from the community and within
our own congregation. The pantry and T-bag
ministries meet a huge need in feeding
people. Even so, staff and office volunteers
frequently take money from their own
pockets to meet other needs. We have a
discretionary fund, but our finances are such
that we are only able to contribute
$200/month to the fund from general
revenue. As you consider God’s call on your
life for the coming year | would invite you to
consider making specific contributions to the
fund as you are bless with extra resources.
Contributions can be added to your normal
giving. Just note your intention on the
outside of your envelope with the heading
“Grace Discretionary Fund”.

God'’s Blessings
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